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Lesson Seventeen
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Dear Student,

In Lessen-Seventeen, you are going to make the Composite Symbol for Air. You are also given an example, the automobile, of how you should analyse objects to reveal the Elemental Forces at work. Do this for other objects. 

Try to become conscious of the Forces at work - in their combinations - in the objects and conditions around you. Try to become conscious of the Forces at work - in their combinations - in the moods and character of people around you.

Learn to think in the "Tattvic" way. Try to apply this thinking to making improvements in things and conditions around you. This is the method of the Occultists.

Sincerely,

THE GNOSTIC INSTITUTE.
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In this lesson, you will draw and paint the Composite Symbol of the Element of Air. You see, as I explained before, all the Elemental Forces change into each other back and forth. Also, all the forces come from Akasa and return to Akasa, Air, Fire, Water, Earth, and also this order in reverse. Please give it some study. These changes are, in a strong sense, automatic, and are taking place constantly all the "time." Of course, on the Inner Planes they change rapidly but "slow" up by the time they reach this "outer" plane. 

At this point, I would like to introduce a concept for you to mediate on. I will do a little more than introduce the subject now, but please give it your best attention. I told you before that the Tattvas were "in" every thing, ruled every thing, and all physical objects in final physical existence were the result of Tattvic Forces. Let us proceed with this conception a bit further.

Let us take a final object/product, which exists on the Physical Plane and with which we are all familiar. Let us take an automobile, a large sedan of no particular make. Now the thing you should notice is that, as the automobile is in "final" EXISTENCE, IT HAS, a "square" shape, and square is the "shape" of the Elemental Force of Earth. Think, in your mind, of how many of the "final objects" on this Physical Plane are square. Are not most buildings and houses square? The desk I am working at is oblong/square, and it is certainly at "rest" here 0 "final. So, therefore, the basic shape of the sedan is square, which square-ness is due to the influence of the Element of Earth, the symbol of its "final" "resting" on the Physical Plane.

Now, although the basic shape of the sedan is symbolic of its final being on the physical Plane, the - also basic - object of the Sedan's existence is movement - move-ability; and now you know that move-ability of the characteristic function of the Element of Air, which is symbolised by a "round" circle. Accordingly, check over the "things" "parts" on, and of, an automobile which pertain to MOVEMENT, of the basic square. The wheels are, of course, round, as are the tires, the rims, etc. Consider also the shafts, axles, and gears. They all pertain to and are creators/conductors of movement.

Thus, the functions of Air and Earth are clearly seen in the movement/operation of the automobile. The function-operation of Fire and Water are not so clear, however, especially the function of Water. The symbol of Fire is a triangle. When Fire and Air are combined, the shape becomes a cone-shape (Remember the combinations of the Tattvas.) As Fire does not contribute too much to the shape of the Sedan (You figure out the reason.) you will have to look for it in the "workings" of the engine, and then look for it in the "effects" Fire would-does-have.

The place Fire functions in the Sedan is in the engine and, more particularly, in the cylinders and against the pistons. These show no signs, when new, of being cone-shaped; however, upon long usage, the cylinders become "cone-shaped," or tapered, as they call it, which tapering is an effect/shape of Fire, as I said. Also, it was found many years ago that the pistons would function much better if they were designed in a rather cone-shaped pattern so that the lower part could expand when heated, thus giving the pistons a rather cone-tapered shape, not pronounced, but still there. The function of the contracting quality of Water is also not so plain, nor is it very strong. Water is used in the operation of the Sedan, however, as you know. The fuel of the car is a water-like substance in which the principle of condensation has already taken place.

My desk is a square oblong and has no moveable function. Its only function is to be stable. The Sedan referred to, was square, but it was intended for moving, and so one can note the many rounded parts on the edges of the body, which are of the influence of the Element of Air. We will return to this subject again and again, but for now, you start to look at and study the Physical World about, you, noting the, ‘Outward Effect’ of the, ‘Inward Forces,’ upon the objects of the Physical World.  You will find many objects, which will not conform to the Tattvas. 

Remember, I told you that Man had many powers, and among these powers was that of modifying the Tattvas in many/all ways. You should strive to act, however, in accordance with the properties of the Tattvas and not against them. For example, it would be senseless; it seems, to make a cone-shaped automobile or a round one. And yet, many of the world's greatest inventions and designs are now modifications and combinations of different Tattvas.

So, really, you can't lay down any hard and exact rule on it. Continue the/your work on the ritual which I gave you the last time. Learn it so well that you can perform it without stopping to think what comes next.
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QUESTIONS

1. Give the order of change for the Elemental Forces.

2. What is the basic shape of most things on this Physical Plane?

3. What is the basic shape of things that are moveable?

Save your answers until asked for them

PRACTICES

1. Make the Composite Symbol for Air.

2. Try to pick out some object and describe its parts and functions in terms of the Elemental Forces, just as the example of an automobile was used in the lessons.

3. Continue practising the Cabalistic Cross Ritual as given in the last lesson.

SUGGESTED READING

“THE POWER OF SPEAKING THINGS AND CONDITIONS INTO EXISTENCE,” by Ophiel. This is number 5 of the first series of Sealed Lessons in Occult Power. Everything in the Universe has two sides, and in seeking to create the kind of things and conditions you desire, you also create the very situation, which takes them away from you unless you learn the secret of, “BINDING” the action you don't want so that you can keep your gains.
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